
VILLAGE OF ROTHSCHILD 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
March 22, 2021 

 

  Accepted: April 12, 2021 

 

1. Call to Order:   
 
Committee Chair Deb Ehster called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.  Members present: 
Paul Kennedy, Bill Schremp, and Deb Ehster.  Also present:  Village President George 
Peterson, Administrator Gary Olsen, Administrator of Public Works Timothy Vergara, 
and Clerk Elizabeth Felkner. 
 

2. Amending Code of Ordinance Part II: General Legislation, Chapter 535 Water and 
Sewers Section 535-6 Entitled “Replacement of Lead and Galvanized Water Service 
Laterals”: 
 
Mr. Vergara explained the purpose of the draft ordinance is for the Committee to 
discuss and decide if the Village should create an ordinance that mandates or requires 
those properties with lead and perhaps galvanized services to replace it per the 
outlined criteria in the proposed Ordnance 535-6.  The Village is the recipient of the 
Private Lead Service Line Grant Program administered by the WDNR.  After a recent 
discussion with WDNR last week, the actual amount to be awarded is based on the final 
contract(s) for the project(s) between the Village and the construction company.   
 
The WDNR funding grant application assumed that all the properties on both projects 
(Birch/Division and Schmidt/Edgar/Hazel) will require the private replacement of a 
lead or galvanized water service.  There are about 75 properties in total for both 
projects.  The grant amount maximum is $5,000.00 per parcel at 100% funding, which 
will likely be allocated by the state for 2021 and the 2 CIP projects.  It is estimated that 
the average cost per private lateral replacement/parcel is $4,617.24 including all 
restoration; but not including any structural work needed (i.e., a porch removal).  This 
estimate is based on federal wage rates as required by the grant.  It was conveyed to the 
Village as part of the grant work, that even though residents can use this grant funding 
with no strings attached, there is a lot of reluctance and push back. 
 
Mr. Vergara mentioned that there has also been a lot of movement by the EPA and the 
WDNR on lead services and PFAs in potable water.  Mr. Vergara has seen that the 
reporting requirements have been tightening on the annual reports to the PSC specific 
to lead.  Mr. Vergara has been told by our local WDNR Water Engineer representative 
that changes are coming regarding lead and lead services, or rather the removal of lead 
from the potable water system.  Mr. Vergara would anticipate that within the next 5-7 
years, the Village will probably be mandated to start the removal of all lead services 
from the system which will be a major undertaking of our utility.  Given the grant 
opportunity, it appears the time is now to amend our current Ordinance 535 regarding 
lead and the replacement of private services.  
 
There are several municipalities in the state that have similar ordinances that require 
the removal of lead services including the City of Mosinee.   Mr. Vergara has crafted the 
proposed ordinance based on these model communities.  Attorney Turonie has 
reviewed the ordinance and made necessary adjustments.   
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Trustee Bill Schremp agrees that the changing does need to be addressed but Mr. 
Schremp is concerned if residents would be held responsible if grants funds are no 
longer available or if a resident is responsible if the pipes are damaged.  Mr. Vergara 
mentioned that there is a potential for cross contamination if a resident decides not to 
change out their lead pipes. 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that verbiage can be changed to require lead laterals need to be 
changed when a grant has been awarded and clean up some the verbiage of the 
ordinance to better explain the guidelines. 
 
Motioned by Schremp/Kennedy to Approve Amending Code of Ordinance Part II: 
General Legislation, Chapter 535 Water and Sewers Section 535-6 Entitled 
“Replacement of Lead and Galvanized Water Service Laterals” but Allow Mr. Olsen 
and Mr. Vergara to Clean Up the Verbiage and Make the Lead Services be 
Required to be Changed Out if a Grant is Awarded.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 
 

3. Proposed Changes to the Village Board Handbook: 
 
Mr. Olsen mentioned that the Personnel Committee was asked to meet and discuss 
possible changes to the Village Board Handbook regarding better defining how Board 
members interact with Village employees.  Mr. Olsen explained the updated Village 
Board Handbook with the suggestions from the Personnel Committee.  Once the 
Legislative Committee agrees on the proposed changes, then this will go to the Board at 
the May 24th meeting.   
 
Motioned by Kennedy/Schremp to Approve the Proposed Changes to the Village 
Board Handbook and be placed on the Village Board Meeting for Final Approval 
on May 24, 2021.  Questioned and carried 3:0. 
 

4. Adjourn:   
 

Motion by Kennedy/Schremp to Adjourn.  Questioned and carried 3:0. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:06 pm. 
 
Elizabeth Felkner, WCMC 
Village of Rothschild Clerk 


